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In our last Sunday's service we saw the dream explained and we saw Kingdom after 
kingdom coming to power. We saw a golden head which represented Nebuchadnezzar, 
and we saw a chest with two arms that 
represented the Medo-Persian Emplire, then we 
saw the belly of bronze that | explained to you 


eos at Nicos Peer was the Grecian empire. We saw that was 
t vielen followed by iron legs that we surmised 
Gresk'Empire SMi represented the Kingdom of Rome, and then we 
ROSTHERNE ri saw a kingdom or a world force that was 
Iron and Clay represented by the feet on the statue that were 


Modern powers 


iron mixed with clay. 


Remember that | told you the United States fits this description. You see the United 
States was set up on the idea of "E Pluribus Unum" being the idea of "out of many - 
one" and yet we see ourselves in a culture in the west in 
“Its feet partly of iron and partly of clay" A ; : ae 
Daniel 2:33 general and the United States in particular that is in no 
way unified. Yet we see that the United States is 
stronger than any power that has ever ruled the earth. 
That is a picture of a kingdom of iron, yet we see 
ourselves falling apart from the inside out. We are 
literally crumbling apart. You see | believe we're looking 
at the USA or Western Civilization which is as powerful 
as iron yet the alliance between the parts is as fragile as 
pottery and as crumbly as clay. 


The encouraging thing to each of us this morning is that God will use the United States 
for just as long as He wills to use it. It is not going away until He wants it to disappear, 
and when it does disappear, we know from scripture that it will be His coming kingdom 
that will replace it. That is because remember we saw a stone coming from heaven that 
will strike the very foundation of all the other kingdoms of world history. And who is 
that rock? That rock is the Lord Jesus Christ and His kingdom will have no end. This 
doesn't mean we won't go through hardships and harm, but it does mean that He will 

be there for us no matter what we have to endure. 


This morning our passage once again shows us the conduct of Daniel that reveals his 
extraordinary character. | want to talk about God's economy, and how God promotes 
and expands our ministry when we are faithful in the little. We will examine how 
Daniel put his faith to work in his daily life and how Daniel was faithful in the little and 
then how he saw his ministry expand. We will examine Daniel in light of Jesus' parable 
about the Talents. 


Please stand and read with me God's Word. 


Daniel 2 Daniel Promoted 


46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel, and gave 
orders to present to him an offering and °fragrant incense. 

47 The king answered Daniel and said, “Surely your God is a God of gods and a Lord 
of kings and a revealer of mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this 
mystery.” 

48 Then the king “promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him 
ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men 
of Babylon. 

49 And Daniel made request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego over the administration of the province of Babylon, while Daniel was 
at the king’s ‘court.* 


When Daniel presented the meaning of the dream to the king, he told the king that this 
meaning was accurate and trustworthy. You see Daniel knew 
what God had told him. Daniel knew that God had revealed 
the meaning to the king. When God tells us things in His word, 
remember that they are not "approximations". They are not 
suggestions. God tells us things that are accurate and 
trustworthy. Daniel knew the meaning was accurate and 
trustworthy because God Himself had given the meaning to 
Daniel. 


Nebuchadnezzar was so astonished and so surprised that the 
text tells us "he fell on his face before Daniel and he did 
homage to Daniel. " Homage was an act whereby a person pledged himself as another's 
"man". The king was saying, "Daniel, I'm your man. | am your servant." 


Then he gave orders to present an offering and to burn incense to him. When | first 
read this | thought Nebuchadnezzar was worshipping Daniel as a god, but we know that 
is not the case as we examine the scripture. 


The king answered Daniel and said, 
“Surely your God is a God of gods and a 
Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, 
since you have been able to reveal this 


Lord of Lords Bii 


Nebuchadnezzer first proclaims that 
Daniel's God is a God of the gods. You see 


te. (1995). (Da 2:46-49). LaHabra, CA: 
The Lockman Foundation. 


Nebuchadnezzar gets it in part but misses the truth by a mile. Why, because he doesn't 
yet realize that Daniel's God is THE GOD and Daniel's God is the ONLY God. He also adds 
that he realizes that Daniel's God is the "Lord of Kings" meaning higher than all the kings 
of the earth. You know, this reminds me of people that come so close to faith but they 
never cross the line and they never make a commitment to Christ. They KNOW God is 
powerful and they know He rules over all, but they don't experience His power in their 
lives; they never make him their God and the ruler of their lives. They know about Him, 
But they don't know Him. 


Then we see Nebuchadnezzer who understands that this God of Daniel is the revealer of 
mysteries because God has given Daniel the meaning. 


The text then tells us .... | quote, "then the King promoted Daniel" and he gave him 
many gifts and he made him ruler over Babylon and he made him the "chief prefect" 
over all the wise men of Babylon. God prospered Daniel even in a culture that was 


contrary to Daniel's faith. And notice that Daniel did not forget his friends. He caused 
them to prosper as he asked the king to put Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into 


positions of power and influence. Church, we are to pray for each other and to do all 
we can to look after the welfare of each other to help each other prosper. That is part 
of what it means to be a community of faith. | have music skills, financial skills, legal 
skills and counseling skills that | use liberally to bless the people of God. | watch some of 
the others of you using your time, talents, and treasures so much to God's glory and 
pleasure. The parable we are about to read tells us that those that produce no fruit 
have a problem in faithfulness. Those that are producers can expect to be promoted in 
the scope of their ministry. 


Let's dwell on this for a moment and look at Jesus' parable of the talents to understand 
something about the economy of God and why Daniel had been promoted. By God's 
economy | am talking about how God feels about the use of our time, our talents, and 
our treasure. The godly use of these things is a reflection of our faithfulness. 


Turn in your Bibles to the 25th chapter of the Book of Matthew as we read a parable of 
Jesus that deals with faithfulness. 


The Parable of the Talents 
14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to 
them his property. 15 To one he gave 
five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. 16 He 
who had received the five talents 
went at once and traded with them, 
and he made five talents more. 17 So 
also he who had the two talents 

: = made two talents more. 18 But he 
who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's 
money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled 


accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, 
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, | have 
made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of 
your master.’ .... Jesus then goes through the same conversation with the one who had 
been given 2 talents. Let's pick up in verse 24. 24 He also who had received the one 
talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you 
did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and | went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master 
answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 
sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own 
with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 


So, what are you doing with your talents? Your time is the most precious resource you 
have because God has given you just so many days on earth. None of those days can be 
recovered once they are spent and gone. Your 
talents are your capabilities, your abilities, and 
your training that are a gift from God. Lastly, 
your treasures are what you have stored up from 
using your time and talents. I'm talking about 
your money and your assets. 


You see, Daniel ended up in circumstances that 
he did not create or control. He was taken as a 
thirteen year old boy into captivity in Babylon 
and he had served, loved, and obeyed God 
faithfully. Remember way back in chapter one 
when we saw him learning the language and customs of the Chaldeans? You know 
what? Daniel was diligent. And then when he was asked to eat food that was not 
kosher, he refused to do so knowing that he would be in direct violation of God's 
commandments. Then remember that even when the king changed his name Daniel 
never forgot who he was and he never forgot whose he was. Daniel knew that despite 


his circumstances he was a a from the ae line of David. O 


When Daniel had a problem with people around him 
he exercised discretion and discernment. 


pS GOD z Discernment means the ability to make wise choices. 
E tad. He faithfully trusted in God to help him make proper 
THOSE WHO decisions. You see when confronted with horrors 


and hardships Daniel never threw a pity party; but 
DIL IGEN IL 4 rather he called a prayer meeting. You see, Daniel 


S e 2 K H l M had dedicated himself totally to the Lord. And, look 


HEBREWS 11:6 what happens.... Daniel is promoted in his ministry 


— and in his influence. 


Recently on a work day one of our members asked me, "Pastor, what is your 
position on tithing." | answered " Well, | don't know how important my view of tithing is, 
but I'll tell you God's view of tithing. ALL of your time, talents, and treasure belong to 
Him whether you know it and whether you admit it or not. God doesn't own just 10% of 
your time, talents, and treasures. He owns them all. He asks you to be a cheerful 
giver." 


Daniel realized that ALL of his time, talents, and treasures really belonged to the 
Lord and he invested them wisely. He submitted his life to God and looked on heavenly 
things instead of earthly things. And what happened? Daniel got the promotion. 
Please understand | am not preaching a prosperity gospel. | am preaching a lesson on 
faith-walking. You see true faith produces faith-walking, and faith-walking involves 
faith-giving of all that you are and of all that you have. What is your inventory? How 
are you using your time, your talents, and your treasures for God's glory? If they're all 
being spent on you then don't expect a promotion. 


The end of this passage is rather frightful because when finding the servant who 
had gone and buried the talent, Jesus sent him away to a place of weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. What that means is that the wicked servant had never had faith in his Lord and 
master. He had exhibited that through producing no fruit. Remember that James, the 
little brother of Jesus, told the 12 tribes scattered abroad that "Faith without works is 
dead". | am not preaching salvation by works at all. But | am preaching that Daniel 
listened to the heart of God and he did what God told him to do, and God increased his 
influence and ministry. We can do the same thing in this culture in chaos. 


Can you commit this morning to do likewise? Do you want a promotion? 


1. Acts 16:31 tells us, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved. Acts 4:12 


2. Are you listening to the Holy Spirit directing you in the use your time, talent and 
treasure in doing works God prepared for you to do before the beginning of time? Eph 
2:10 

3.. John 14:15 Jesus tells us, "If you love me you will keep my commandments." John 
14:15 
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